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WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER
Summit is a completely nonprofit event. Aside from one professional meeting planner we hire, none of the organizers 
are even paid to put this thing on - it’s all done for the community, and it’s done by the community. This is our event, 
something we as a globally distributed team of colleagues have made happen. And that makes Summit amazing.

Every minute at Summit is about sharing information, making new connections, and becoming a better PowerShell user 
and DevOps professional. We create opportunities to contribute to the world of PowerShell and DevOps - and we help you 
learn how to make that contribution. Together, we help define and promulgate our industry’s best practices and patterns. 
We develop new techniques, and we refine them. Summit might happen in April, but the work we do extends across the 
entire year. 

Our private Slack team is an example of that - a place where you can, as an alumni, remain connected to your fellow 
Summiteers throughout the year. Share information, ask questions, squash bugs, and more. Or, just share a joke - 
“community” doesn’t mean all work, all the time, right?

You’ll find many of the people running Summit these days started out as attendees in our earliest years. And if you’re not 
already one of those people, we hope you will be. Find something about our community that you think you can improve, 
and then jump in there and do it. We built this. We make it happen. We always will.



EXPERIENCE THEDifference
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NOT THE KIND OF CONFERENCE YOU’RE USED TO
When you think “technology conference,” you probably think about the big expo hall, and all the free t-shirts. You 
probably worry about whether the sessions will be deeply technical, or marketing-ly superficial. That’s not Summit. 

Summit is more like a giant user group. We’re friends, we’re colleagues, and we’re professionals. There’s no expo, and 
indeed no vendor displays at all. There’s no Marketing Department, so the sessions are as deeply technical as we can 
make them. And by “we,” we mean you, also. The speakers at Summit are members of our community, sharing their 
experiences and giving back what they can. Sure, you’ll find some of your favorite community members - including the 
many community-connected members of the PowerShell technology team - but you’ll also find new guys and gals who 
are sharing for the first time.

You’ll also find a ton of networking opportunities. We know, every conference says that - but at Summit, it’s pretty much 
round-the-clock. There’s always an opportunity to have a chat with someone who’s doing something cool, or to snag a 
presenter and get more details about what they just spoke about. Our sessions aren’t of the sit-back-and-stare variety, 
either - you’re encouraged to ask questions, offer your own insights, share your experiences, and challenge assumptions. 

Year after year, our alumni come back for one clearly aritculated reason: “This was the best educational experience I’ve 
ever had in my professional career.” Oh, and, “best conference food ever. Period.” ‘Nuff said.



SundaySUNDAY
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NEW AND IMPROVED
We’re switching it up a bit, transforming Sunday from a “jump start” pre-con day to a full, official part of Summit. While 
we’re continue to offer intermediate-level, 3-hour sessions, we’ll also be laying in some seriously deep-dive 3-hour 
sessions as well. Plus, Sunday becomes more engaging and personal with the additional of two Labs. Bring your own 
laptop, and either get expert feedback on your own work, or power through some of the exercises we’ll provide. Labs 
have limited availability and are first-come, first-seated. Labs will run for much of the day, and we ask each attendee to 
limit their lab experience to 1-2 hours, so that others can take advantage of the experience.

Making Better 
PowerShell Tools

Don Jones

Advanced DSC 
Configuration Mgmt

Jason Helmick

The PowerShell GitHub 
Repo

Adam Driscoll

PowerShell Remoting 
Deep Dive

Richard Siddaway

Unit Testing and 
Pester: A to Z

Adam Bertram

Conceptualizing ARM 
Templates
Will Anderson

New! This year, we’ll be recording all of the Sunday deep-dive 
workshops for posterity and future reference!



SundaySUNDAY
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FUNCTION LABBring your own Advanced Functions for professional-grade review 
and advice by our Function Experts. Or, if you’d like to test your 
mettle, take our Function Challenge and see if you can write an 
to-specification Advanced Function that compares to our gurus’ 

examples.
Limited capacity.

First come, first served.
Runs 9-12 and 1-4.

DSC LABWorking on a DSC configuration or a DSC resource module? Bring 
your work for critique and suggestions from our DSC Experts. Or, work 

through one of our prepared DSC Resource Challenges and help 
bring new functionality into the world.

Limited capacity.
First come, first served.

Runs 9-12 and 1-4.

Let’s get to know each other! Join us for a no-host 
evening out at a number of different, small venues 
across downtown Bellevue. Wear your badge so we’ll 
know each other, and look for speakers and fellow 
attendees at Lucky Strike, Paddy Coynes Irish 
Pub, Cypress Lounge & Wine Bar, and more. 
Grab a group at lunchtime and make your evening 
plans, then invite others on Twitter using the hash 
tag #PshNightOut.

TONIGHT!



MondayMONDAY
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ALL TOGETHER NOW
Monday has evolved into an all-hands event. Starting with a morning keynote from co-founder, CEO, and MVP Don Jones, 
you’ll amp up the adrenaline and inspriation. We’ll move right into our headline presentations - speakers and team 
members so popular, we can only offer them in a room that seats all 200 of us. After lunch, the team presents a look at 
where PowerShell has been, and where it’s going, followed by several Lightning Demos from the actual developers who 
make Windows Management Framework a reality. Then we blast right into the evening reception, giving you plenty of 
time to mix and mingle while enjoying great appetizers and drinks.

KEYNOTE AND WELCOME
PowerShell.org President Don Jones opens with a stirring look at the state of the PowerShell community, and a vision of its 
future. This is the perfect time to settle into the Summit, get inspired, and start thinking about how Summit can help you 
further your job and your career.

SNOVER LIVE: ASK ME ANYTHING
Shell Father and Microsoft Technical Fellow Jeffrey Snover takes your questions about PowerShell, DevOps, technology, and 
more. Tweet your questions in advance, or live, to @concentratedDon with #PsAMA! And cross your fingers for some great 
new one-liners for Snoverisms.com.

STATE OF THE SHELL
PowerShell product team leaders review where PowerShell has been in recent months, and shares some of their thoughts 
for where the technology - now with the help of our community - might head in the near future.

TEAM LIGHTNING DEMOS
See what some of the PowerShell team developers have been working on in this fast-paced demonstrations. This is also 
a great time to memorize names and faces for this evening’s reception, so you can discuss their projects with them over a 
drink or a snack!



MondayMONDAY
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Meet the PowerShell team leaders and members, 
share your PowerShell experiences, and get to know 
your fellow Summiteers better at tonight’s gala 
reception. It’ll start immediately after the Lightning 
Demos, and will feature small bites and a no-host 
bar. Best of all, the first keg of local beer is on the 
house! Before you leave, make sure you form a crew 
to grab some dinner and keep the conversations 
going. Tweet #PshNightOut to invite others to join.

TONIGHT!



TuesdayTUESDAY
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THIS IS THE DEEP DIVE YOU WERE LOOKING FOR
Tuesday returns to our traditional format of 45-minute sessions, delivered by product team members, MVPs, and 
community enthusiasts. Forget 200- or 300-level - Summit takes the content right off the scale. And for 2017, we’re 
presenting a full three tracks of content on Tuesday, bringing you 21 complete breakout sessions. This is the content that 
you simply can’t find anywhere else, presented by passionate, enthusiastic experts who eat, live, and breath DevOps and 
PowerShell. 

Climbing the Abstract 
Syntax Tree

June Blender

DSC Deployment 
at Scale

Mike Walker

Creating Class-Based 
PowerShell Tools

Jeff Hicks

Cross-Platform 
Management
Helmick / Nocentino

Use Regular Exp’s 
More Regularly

Mark Minasi

PKI: Not the Snoozefest 
You Expect

Melissa Januszko

Manage Azure Apps w/ 
VS & PowerShell

Tim Warner

Auto-Generated UX
Kirk Munro



TuesdayTUESDAY
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THESE ARE JUST HIGHLIGHTS! GET THE COMPLETE AND UP-TO-DATE AGENDA AT POWERSHELLSUMMIT.ORG
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We’re arranging a number of small-group activity 
options, including video gaming, a board game 
evening, group dining options, and more. Check for 
signage near our registration desk in the Meyden-
bauer for details and ideas for the evening. Be sure 
to pull together a group of your fellow Summiteers 
to make the evening memorable! We’ll also indicate 
where our Board members will be, in case you’d like 
to meet up with them for the evening.

TONIGHT!

TDD with Chef, DSC, 
and Pester

R Schiefer

You Can Mock Me as 
Much as You Like

Chris Hunt

Parallal PowerShell
Richard Siddaway

Creating Your Own 
DSC Resources

Will Anderson

Infrastructure Testing 
with Pester

Adam Bertram

Building a JEA Solution 
in Formula One

James O’Neill

PLUS! Additional to-be-
announced sessions 

from members of the 
PowerShell product 

team!



WednesdayWEDNESDAY

Register at http://powershellsummit.org • April 9-12, 2017 • Bellevue, WA

ENGAGE AND INTERACT
Wednesday presents 9 additional breakout sessions in the morning. After lunch, as your tired brain cries out for relief, 
we’ll move into longer-format panel discussions featuring community leaders and product team members. This becomes 
your chance to speak out, offer feedback, and engage. It’s also your opportunity to give back, as we’ve reserved space 
for 15-minute Community Lightning Demos, presented by your fellow attendees - and you! Register on Monday and 
Tuesday to present for 15 minutes on something you’re passionate about, or a problem you’ve solved. Bring your own 
laptop, ensure it’s capable of connecting to our HDMI projectors, and that your presentation will not require Internet 
connectivity. To keep the afternoon going, we’ll also have a great selection of snacks and beverages for you.

Pull Server, 
Deconstructed

Don Jones

Linux Fundamentals for 
the PoSH Expert

Anthony Nocentino

PLUS! More sessions 
from the PowerShell 

Product Team!

Deploy a 3-Tier Web App 
Pod w/Azure & PoSH

Tim Warner

Automate Your DSC 
Configuration Files

Luc Dekens

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY

Each morning, we’ll be offering a limited selection of 
5th Anniversary merchandise - T-Shirts, travel mugs, 
and more - including some unique surprises!. These 
will be offered on a cash-only, first-come, first-served 
basis. Don’t miss your chance to commemorate this 
special occassion!
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THESE ARE JUST HIGHLIGHTS! GET THE COMPLETE AND UP-TO-DATE AGENDA AT POWERSHELLSUMMIT.ORG
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Not ready to quit and go home? Join Will Anderson 
in downtown Seattle for a fun pub crawl. Start at 
Schilling Cider House shortly after Summit con-
cludes. From there, you’ll ask the bartenders where 
they’d go next, and head off into the evening! 
There’ll be plenty of food opportunities along the 
way to keep you powered. Please take a taxi, Uber, or 
Lyft to the first location, rather than driving.

TONIGHT!

COMMUNITY LIGHTNING DEMOS
Sign up on Monday and Tuesday to present a 10-15 minute demonstration of something cool you’ve done, discovered, 
solved, or run up against. This is your opportuninty to “give back” by sharing with the rest of our community. Not 
ptresenting? Drop by to see some of the PowerShell that you’ve been missing, and to support your fellow Summiteers!

PANELS AND FOCUS GROUPS
Community moderators and product team members will present a series of discussion-oriented panels and focus groups. 
Feel free to duck in and out as you like, participate in the discussion, raise new points, and challenge assumptions! We’ll 
discuss the challenges of adopting DevOps, what “real-world” PowerShell looks like, and much more.

EXTENDED-PLAY SESSIONS
Wednesday afternoon will also feature “extended-play” sessions - these longer sessions will allow presenters to go into 
more depth on these exceptionally advanced topics. Look for “The Nano Driven Datacenter” by Jeff Hicks, while Kirk Munro 
and Chris Hunt lead a presentation and discussion on “Compiled Cmdlets.”



HERERegister
We offer two registration options. Please note that registration fees are not refundable, and are transferable only 
upon payment of an administrative fee. See “The Fine Print” in this brochure for full terms and conditions. We have 
a total of 220 slots for attendees and presenters. We do not reserve inventory for particular ticket types. Register at 
PowerShellSummit.org.

4-DAY PASS

On Sale from 1 November 2016
Attend April 9-12

$1500Includes admission for all 4 days of the 
conference (Sun-Wed).

Speakers! You are granted a complimentary 4-day pass. We have not yet determined if 3-day passes 
will be offered to any attendees. Please watch PowerShell.org in February 2017 for an announce-
ment, should 3-day passes beome an option.
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HOTEL
This is our official hotel. Rooms are first-come, first-served. We do not 

have a reserved rate for attendees or speakers; please reserve from the 
available inventory.Courtyard by Marriott

Downtown Bellevue

BRING CASH! A limited selection of travel mugs, shirts, and other items
will be offered for cash-only sales on-site throughout the week.
We’ll round all prices to the nearest $5, so please bring a few

5s, 10s, and 20s in case you’d like to make a purchase.5th Anniversary
Merchandise



THE FINEPrint
NEWS AND UPDATES
We have routinely found that email is an unreliable way to reach our registered attendees. As a result, we don’t use it much. 
Instead, please proactively monitor http://bit.ly/PSHSummitNews for news, announcements, and updates. You’ll notice the most 
traffic there starting about 90 days prior to the event.

DISCUSSION SPACE
We know that ad-hoc discussions provide some of the greatest value from Summit. However, out of respect for in-progress 
sessions, please move discussions to rooms 401-403, or to the open space at the ends of the main hallways.

POWER, ROOM CAPACITY, AND INTERNET
Our venue will offer wireless Internet for one device per attendee. Please respect this limit so that everyone can get online. 
However, due to the expense invovled, we do not provide electrical power in the session rooms. Attendees are not permitted to 
run power cords across walkways at any time, for any reason - this is a fire code violation and could result in a shutdown of our 
event. Please police each other and respect this policy. Outlets are available in rooms 407-408 for your convenience, when those 
rooms are not otherwise in use. Finally, should a session room reach capacity (no more seats), please respect fire code restrictions 
and select a different session. We cannot permit “standing room” that blocks or impedes any aisle or doorway.

REGISTRATIONS, REFUNDS, AND TRANSFERS
We will have room for 220 speakers and attendees, total. We do not reserve space for registration phases - each phase has 
whatever is left over from the prior one. Passes will be available until sold out. ALL SALES ARE FINAL - no refunds. Transfers are 
accepted until registration closes for a $100 administrative fee (contact summit@powershell.org to process), or after registration 
closes for a $250 cash fee payable on-site. 

DISCOUNTS
As a nonprofit, we operate as close to break-even as possible. As a result, we cannot offer discounts on registrations.

BEING REGISTERED BY SOMEONE ELSE?
Check those spam filters for your confirmation email, and be sure to log into the registration website to complete your account 
information, including dietary restrictions, contact information, and name badge details. Failure to do so may result in a less-than-
optimal Summit experience. If you never received a confirmation number, the registration website’s “Log In” page can resend it 
to your registered email address.

PAYMENT VIA PO / INVOICE
We do not accept purchase orders for registration. Payment is via credit card; please contact summit@powershell.org if you need 
to pay by check. Note that, when paying by check, we do not register you until your check arrives, which may result in you losing 
your space. Please ensure that your check will arrive promptly.

GUEST POLICY
Due to insurance requirements, only paid attendees may be present during any Summit events at our 
event venue. We do offer spouse/guest passes for evening receptions; contact summit@powershell.org
for information.
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SHARE SOMETHING
NEW!

Throughout Tuesday and Wednesday, we’re offering you the opportunity to share something 
you’re passionate about - PowerShell, DevOps, DSC, or whatever. This is your chance to run a 
portion of the Summit schedule!

We call these “Side Sessions,” and we’ve set aside a room for them on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. There’s no need to plan in advance - simply sign up on the easel board that will 
be at the head of the hallway leading to rooms 407-408-409. We’ve allocated the room’s 
time in 1-hour blocks; just write your name and your topic in an available slot. Bring your 
laptop (equipped with HDMI output, with no need for Internet connectivity), set up, and start 
talking!

Of course, we recommend signing up early - each morning, we’ll announce any sessions that 
are already signed up for that day, to help promote your session. And you should “sell” your 
presentation as you’re talking to your fellow attendees, encourging them to come and see 
your presentation.

This is also a great time for you - or a small group - to schedule time with one of our speakers 
to dig deeper into a toic your’e mutually interested in. Again, just write your name into one 
of the one-hour blocks on the room schedule, and invite whomever you like. It’s a great 
opportunity to make Summit more meaningful, applicable, and valuable for you and your 
colleagues!

SIDE SESSIONS



SUMMIT CODE OF CONDUCT
Summit is a community event, organized by unpaid volunteers. It is meant to be an inclusive, professional event that provides an 
energetic and engaging environment for learning and personal networking.

We abhor harassment. This includes any offensive verbal comments related to gender, gender identity and expression, age, 
sexual orientation, race, religion, disability, physical appearance, body size, technology choices, and so on. Harassment can also 
include sustained interruptions or disruptions, inappropriate physical contact, and unwelcome sexual attention. None of this 
will be tolerated; anyone experiencing harassment should ask the harasser to stop immediately, and contact a member of staff. 
Anyone so asked must stop immediately, or they will be asked to leave Summit without a refund. 

Sponsors may not use sexual or sexualized imagery, activities, or other material. Sponsor staff, should they be present at 
Summit, are expected to dress professionally as they would in any corporate work environment. All sponsor staff must be regular 
employees of sponsor’s company or organization. 

Summit is about the open exchange of ideas and information. Attendees (including sponsors and presenters) are expected to 
respect each others’ opinions, perspectives, suggestions, and ideas. Differences of opinion are not only acceptable, they are 
encouraged, provided they can be presented politely and professionally. Our differences give us new perspectives and ideas, and 
make us stronger and smarter, but only when offered and accepted in a spirit of cooperation and trust.

SESSION RECORDINGS
We make a best-effort attempt to capture screen recordings and audio for all sessions. These recordings are posted, for free, on 
http://YouTube.com/powershellorg, usually within 2-3 weeks of the event completion. Attendees are asked to help our presenters 
remember to “PUSH THE BUTTON!” at the start and end of each session, so that the session is recorded (the button now flashes 
while recording, so it’s obvious when they’ve done it). Attendees are asked to not make personal recordings. 

SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS
Dietary needs are collected during registration (unless you were registered by someone other than yourself), and can be modified 
at any time by logging into the registration system and updating your profile. We communicate all dietary needs to our event 
venue, which makes every attempt to accommodate them. Common restrictions, including Vegan and vegetarian, can typically 
be accommodated. Common allergies, including lactose intolerance and celiac disease, can usually be accommodated. For more 
complex dietary needs or unusual allergies, especially sensitive allergies subject to cross-contamination, you may find our venue 
unable to acommodate you in their commercial kitchen. We will make every effort to inform you in advance if we are unable to 
accommodate your dietary needs, and we apologize in advance if that is the case. We cannot, however, offer full or partial refunds 
due to an inability to accommodate your diet. Further, we cannot accommodate any dietary restriction not communicated to us at 
least 30 days prior to the start of the event, regardless of when you registered. If you do request a dietary need that we are able to 
accommodate, we ask that you NOT eat from the main buffet, but rather take the special meal that was prepared for you. If you 
have submitted a special dietary need, please confirm at least 4 weeks in advance by direct email to chrisg@
powershell.org.

OUTSIDE FOOD & BEVERAGE
Local health codes do not permit outside food or beverage to be brought into the conference venue. We ask that all attendees 
respect this restriction. We try to have ample food, snacks, and beverages throughout the day. If you need to rely on outside food 
to accommodate a dietary need, please finish your meal outside the venue, rather than bringing it in.
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Originally formed in 2012, The DevOps Collective, Inc., is a US nonprofit dedicated to education and community in 
the DevOps field. We specialize in technologies built around the PowerShell Language Specification (PLS), covering all 
platforms and operating systems. 

The Board of The DevOps Collective consists of Don Jones (Chairman, president, and CEO), Jason Helmick (vice-
president and CFO), Richard Siddaway, Jeffery Hicks (secretary), Steve Murawski, and Will Anderson. The organization 
does not pay a salary to its Board members, and has no employees. We earn approximately $280,000 per year from 
Summit registrations, and spend approximately $210,000 of that producing the Summit itself, including a legally 
mandated annual Board meeting. Our remaining $20,000 in operational expenses brings our annual budget to 
around $230,000; our remaining revenue is spent on other educational and community programs, including our 
“GetGoing” scholarship program for new entrants to the IT Operations field and support of regional educational events.

Aside from the Summit and the PowerShell.org website, we offer a public PowerShell/Pester build service for 
continuous integration pipelines in open-source projects. We offer a number of free ebooks, free webinars, and more. 
Summit sessions are recorded and offered for free on YouTube, barring any technical or logistical difficulties that inhibit 
recording a particular session. We also provide assistance to local user groups and enthusiasts who want to hold their 
own local events, such as a PowerShell Saturday event. 

Can’t make it to Bellevue? Consider one of these other partner events from around the globe:

PowerShell Conference Asia • http://psconf.asia PowerShell Conference Europe • http://psconf.eu

Also look for regional PowerShell Saturday events near you, at 
http://powershellsaturday.com. And if there isn’t one near you, why 

not start one? Visit the website for tips.


